
Over the past few years, iPads 
have seemingly become the 
technology of choice when it 
comes to classroom learning. 
Schools that have purchased 
building/classroom sets or 
are implementing 1:1 student 
initiatives to improve student 
outcomes are discovering the 
benefi ts of mobile learning.

In addition to the mobility of 
the iPad, it includes features 
that make content accessible 
to a broad range of users. For 
example, zooming in on an image 
or text—a basic function of the 
iPad—can be of great value to a 
student with low vision. Note: 
While you can create accessible 
content using programs such as 
iBooks, the main features this 
article describes are the features 
that make existing content 
accessible.

With approximately ten percent 
of apps being designed for 
education, schools are recognizing 
the potential enhancement created 
by the presence of iPads in the 
classroom. And while the potential 
enhancement may be enticing 
to educators, it will be important 
to consider student needs to be 
certain that the iPad is “the tool” 
to support struggling students.

Educators need to take into 
account the function of the iPad 
in the scheme of the lesson. 

When building lessons, units, or 
assignments, educators need 
to examine which barriers are 
likely to be encountered by some 
students and how the iPad might 
or might not be an appropriate 
tool to include in planning. Are 
there accessibility features of 
the iPad that will reduce barriers 
to student learning? Does the 
student goal in a particular area 
require the use of the iPad to 
make progress? What data can 
be collected from student work to 
show that the iPad has been the 
most appropriate tool to meet the 
student need?

Michigan’s Integrated Technology 
Supports (MITS), a statewide 
resource focused on reducing 
barriers for students who 
struggle, operates an assistive 
technology (AT) lending 
library. Public school educators 
may borrow software and 
equipment for up to eight weeks 
to determine effectiveness 
for eligible students with an 
Individualized Education Program 
(IEP), for the cost of return 
shipping.

To help determine the most 
appropriate tool to borrow from 
the lending library, district teams 
need to engage in thoughtful 
consideration of the barriers to 
accessing the general curriculum 
for the individual student with 
special needs.  
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The use of the iPad in 
classrooms is on the rise. A 
variety of education-oriented 
apps have made them a 
popular tool for teaching. The 
iPad can be customized for 
individual students making it a 
simple way to make material 
accessible for students with 
disabilities.

This FOCUS on Results 
document includes:

• Information on the MITS 
Lending Library which has 
iPad and iPad accessories 
for loan. Page 2

• A detailed look at how to 
customize different aspects 
of the iPad for accessibility. 
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FOCUS on Results is produced 
and distributed through an 
Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) Mandated 
Activities Project known as the 
Center for Educational Networking 
(CEN), awarded by the Michigan 
Department of Education (MDE). 
The opinions expressed herein do 
not necessarily refl ect the position 
or policy of the MDE, the Michigan 
State Board of Education (SBE), or 
the U.S. Department of Education 
(USED), and no endorsement is 
inferred. This document is in the 
public domain and may be copied 
for further distribution when 
proper credit is given. For further 
information or inquiries about 
this project, contact the Michigan 
Department of Education, Offi ce of 
Special Education, P.O. Box 30008, 
Lansing, MI 48909, (517) 373-
0923.

Though the iPad is portable 
and seemingly accessible for 
all students, it may require 
personalization.

The iPad accessibility features 
can be customized to support 
students who struggle with 
learning. 

In the “Settings” app of the iPad 
is a section called “Accessibility” 
(under “General”). Inside 
accessibility is a treasure trove 
of features that can open doors 
to success for individuals who 
struggle. All of the features may be 
turned “on” or “off” depending on 
the specifi c need of the individual.

iPad Settings

Michigan’s Integrated Technology Supports (MITS)
http://mits.cenmi.org

MITS is a statewide project providing resources and training 
focused on improving the physical and cognitive accessibility of 
the educational environment for all students. MITS advocates 
a proactive, thoughtful consideration process to determine 
student needs. Additionally, MITS promotes fl exible instructional 
methodologies and materials that proactively address learner 
variability in the classroom. MITS has an extensive lending 
library of assistive technologies available for trial use to 
Michigan’s public schools.
MITS is a Mandated Activities Project (MAP), funded under the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) through the 
Michigan Department of Education (MDE), Offi ce of Special 
Education (OSE).
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Statement of Compliance
With Federal Law

The Michigan Department of 
Education (MDE) complies with 
all Federal laws and regulations 
prohibiting discrimination and with 
all requirements and regulations of 
the U.S. Department of Education 
(USED).

Compliance With Title IX
What Title IX is: Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972 
is the landmark federal law that 
bans sex discrimination in schools, 
whether it is in curricular, extra-
curricular or athletic activities.

Title IX states: “No person in the 
U.S. shall, on the basis of sex be 
excluded from participation in, 
or denied the benefi ts of, or be 
subject to discrimination under any 
educational program or activity 
receiving federal aid.”

The Michigan Department of 
Education (MDE) is in compliance 
with Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, as amended, 
20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq. (Title IX), 
and its implementing regulation, at 
34 C.F.R. Part 106, which prohibits 
discrimination based on sex. The 
MDE, as a recipient of federal 
fi nancial assistance from the U.S. 
Department of Education (USED), 
is subject to the provisions of Title 
IX. The MDE does not discriminate 
based on gender in employment 
or in any educational program or 
activity that it operates.

The designated individual at the 
MDE for inquiries and complaints 
regarding Title IX is:

Norma Tims, Offi ce of Career and 
Technical Education, Michigan 
Department of Education, Hannah 
Building, 608 West Allegan, P.O. 
Box 30008, Lansing, MI 48909, 
Phone: (517) 241-2091, Email: 
timsn@michigan.gov.

This feature allows a user to 
magnify the entire screen. With 
a double-tap of three fi ngers on 
the screen, the user activates 
zoom. While still in contact with 
the screen, the user may drag 
three fi ngers around the screen 
to move about. The user can 
change the amount of zoom by 

double-tapping the screen and 
remaining in contact with the 
screen, pushing up to increase 
the zoom or dragging down to 
decrease the zoom. This takes 
some practice, but it is great for 
struggling students who need just 
a little bit of visual support.

Zoom

This feature allows for text to 
be displayed in a larger font 
with certain apps on the iPad. 
This works with Mail, Contacts, 
Messages, and Notes. For a 

student with low vision who is 
taking notes in the Notes app, 
this is an easy personalization to 
accomplish.

Large Text

This feature allows persons who 
are blind or have low vision 
to access the iPad with voiced 
support. In general, the items on 
the screen are read to the user, 
at the user’s most comfortable 
speaking rate. There are multiple 
sub-features, such as typing 
feedback, which allows the user 
to get feedback when typing 
by character or by word. If the 

user chooses character, then 
each letter is spoken. If the user 
chooses word, then the word 
is spelled out with the phonetic 
alphabet (e.g. “tango” for t, 
“foxtrot” for f).

Another helpful sub-feature is the 
ability to speak notifi cations as 
they appear on the screen.

Voice Over
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This feature allows parents and/
or teachers to limit use of the 
iPad to a specifi c app by disabling 
the Home button as well as 
restricting touch input on certain 

areas of the screen while in an 
application. The disabled items 
will appear as grayed out on the 
screen.

Guided Access

This feature allows students 
who may struggle with spelling 
to benefi t by reading the auto-
correct word that is suggested 
(or corrected) when a word is 
misspelled. It is important to note 
that if the spoken word is the 

correct choice, the student should 
continue to type, and the word 
will be displayed. If the student 
does not want the suggested 
word, he or she should touch the 
suggestion, and it will not appear.

Speak Auto-Text

This is a very convenient option 
for students who may struggle 
with reading content from a 
news source or from a digital 
text application. When text is 
selected, a bubble appears above 
the selected text with some 
options. One of the options is 

speak. If the user touches speak, 
the selection will be read out 
loud. Students who need auditory 
support can use speak with 
headphones so as not to interfere 
with another student’s silent 
reading.  

Speak Selection
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This feature assists persons who 
may have diffi culty touching 
the screen by creating custom 
gestures. For example, to swipe 
up the screen to reveal open 
apps, one has to use four fi ngers 

to swipe. If that gesture were 
too diffi cult to manage, the user 
could create a custom gesture to 
use only one fi nger in the place of 
four to complete the swipe.

Assistive touch off Assistive touch on
with some gestures created

Assistive Touch

Though not an accessibility 
feature, Siri allows users to voice-
record notes, appointments, 
reminders, search requests, and 
more.

This feature is helpful for 
students who struggle with 
producing written work. The 

student is allowed to demonstrate 
his or her knowledge by speaking 
answers to questions and having 
the responses converted to text.

Although many apps have 
accessibility features built in, 
these personalized features can 
be accessed right out of the box.

Siri



http://focus.cenmi.org

6

FOCUS Highlights

• The iPad is becoming a popular classroom tool due to its 
portability and accessible design. However, consideration of a 
student’s unique learning needs should be given when deciding 
whether or not the iPad is the tool to meet those needs.

• iPad apps are being created specifi cally for education.

• To maximize the iPad as a tool for creating accessible content, 
the iPad should be customized through its settings and apps.

• Michigan’s Integrated Technology Supports (MITS) administers 
a lending library with software and equipment, including iPads, 
available for loan to schools for eligible students.

Glossary of Terms

Assistive technology (AT): The selection and use of tools that 
enable students with disabilities to access educational material or 
perform tasks.

Resources

Michigan’s Integrated Technology Supports (MITS)
http://mits.cenmi.org

Parent and Educator Guide for Assistive Technology (AT)
http://mits.cenmi.org/LinkClick.aspx?fi leticket=EkKr8yOCmKc%3d
&tabid=181

The Center for Educational 
Networking (CEN) is a statewide 
education information network 
that produces and disseminates 
publications and documents related 
to the education of students with 
individualized education programs 
(IEPs).

CEN produces FOCUS on Results 
to offer valuable, up-to-date 
information for special education 
stakeholders, including parents, 
teachers, school administrators, 
counselors, and others.

If you would like to receive email 
updates when new issues of 
FOCUS on Results are available, 
send a request to info@cenmi.org 
or visit http://focus.cenmi.org and 
click on “Email Updates” located 
at the bottom right of the website. 
Here you will also fi nd a link for 
subscribing to the RSS feed.

Download copies of FOCUS on 
Results at:

http://focus.cenmi.org

If you need assistance making this 
publication accessible for a person 
with a visual impairment, or for 
more information or inquiries about 
this document, contact the Center 
for Educational Networking at (888) 
463-7656 or info@cenmi.org.

www.cenmi.org

Follow the CEN fan page at www.
facebook.com/cenmichigan 
for updates about the MDE, OSE, 
its initiatives, and other special 
education news.


